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LWV Ohio
Statehouse Day 2017
Tuesday, March 7
Ann Hymel will be
driving to Columbus.
Please call her if you
are interested in
carpooling.

The subject of immigration is a hot topic in our country, as well as
other parts of the world, today.
The League of Women Voters of the Perrysburg Area, in conjunction
with Way Library, will present a program this month on Welcome
Toledo-Lucas County. This group, a collaboration of
community partners housed in the Board of Lucas
County Commissioners, works to build a vibrant and
welcoming community that celebrates the region’s
migration and immigrant heritage; focuses efforts on
talent attraction, retention, and immigrant integration;
and supports and enhances social and economic
opportunities for all.
Eugenio Mollo
The meeting will be held Tuesday, March 14, at 7
p.m. at Way Library as part of the Topical Tuesday
series of events.
The Welcome Toledo-Lucas County Initiative works to build a
community for immigrants and people of diverse cultures.
Speaking at the meeting will be Eugenio Mollo, managing attorney at
Advocates for Basic Legal Equality (ABLE), one of the founding
members of Welcome TLC.
Mr. Mollo will provide an overview of our immigration system and
different immigration status categories, as well as current trends in
immigration law and policy.

Stranahan Award To Be Presented Sunday, March 26
The Perrysburg League’s annual Virginia Secor Stranahan Citizenship
Award, named for a woman whose generous contributions and legacy have
made a dynamic difference to the Perrysburg area, will be presented on
Sunday, March 26, at 2 p.m. at the 577 Manor House, the former home of
Mrs. Stranahan.
We hope as many League members as possible will attend the event. It
is always a very uplifting and enjoyable celebration.
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President's Letter
Dear League Members,

League of Women
Voters of the
Perrysburg Area
President:
Nancy Kelley
njkway@gmail.com
419-866-6013
Membership Chair
and Voter Editor:
Roseanne Barker
roseannebarker@
sbcglobal.net
419-874-5151
LWVPA
P.O. Box 712
Perrysburg, Ohio
43552
LWVPA E-Mail
lwvperrysbur@gmail.com

Mission Statement
The League of Women
Voters, a non-partisan
political organization,
encourages informed
and active participation
in government, works to
increase understanding
of major public policy
issues, and influences
public policy through
education and advocacy.
Web Site
www.perrysburg.
oh.lwvnet.org

The following fable, which has been around for years, seemed to be appropriate for
today’s world.
There once was a small village where a very wise old man lived. The villagers
trusted this man to give them answers to their concerns.
One day, a village farmer went to the wise man and said in a frantic tone, “Wise
man, help me. A horrible thing has happened. My ox has died and I have no animal
to help me plow my field! Isn’t this the worst thing that could have possibly
happened?” The wise old man replied, “Maybe so, maybe not.” The man hurried
back and reported to his neighbors that the wise man had gone mad. Surely this was
the worst thing that could have happened. Why couldn’t he see this?
The very next day, however, a strong, young horse was seen near the man’s farm.
So, having no ox to rely on, he caught the horse. Plowing the field had never been
easier. He went back to the wise man to apologize. “You were right, wise man.
Losing my ox was not the worst thing that could have happened. It was a blessing
in disguise. You must agree that this is the best thing that could have happened.”
The wise man replied once again, “Maybe so, maybe not.” Not again, thought the
farmer. Surely the wise man had gone mad now.
But once again, the farmer did not know what was to happen. A few days later the
farmer’s son was riding the horse and was thrown off. He broke his leg and would
not be able to help with the crop. Oh no, thought the man. Now we will starve to
death. Once again the farmer went to the wise man and asked him, “How did you
know that capturing my horse was not a good thing? You were right again. My son
is injured and won’t be able to help with the crop. I’m sure that this is the worst
thing that could have possibly happened. You must agree this time.” But just as
before, the wise man replied once again, “Maybe so, maybe not.” Enraged that the
wise old man could be so ignorant, the farmer stormed back to the village.
The next day troops arrived to take every able-bodied man to the war that had just
broken out. The farmer’s son was the only young man in the village who didn’t
have to go. He would live, while the others would surely die.
The moral of this story provides a powerful lesson. The truth is, we don’t know
what’s going to happen — we just think we do. Bad things do happen, but just as
often so do good things. Remember: maybe so, maybe not.

Nancy Kelley
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Natural Resources

No-Till Farming — How Does It Work?
By Starr Wlodarski, Natural Resources Co-Chair

Tuesday, March 14 —
7 p.m. Refugee
Resettlement in Toledo
Area. Attorney Eugenio
Mollo from Welcome to
Toledo-Lucas County. Way
Public Library
Sunday, March 26 —
2 p.m. Stranahan Award.
577 Foundation Manor
House
Tuesday, April 25 —7 p.m.
Perspectives on Declaring
Lake Erie “Impaired.” Karl
Gebhardt, Ohio EPA and
Sandy Bihn, President of
Toledo Lighthouse Society
and Executive Director of
Lake Erie Waterkeepers
Way Public Library
Tuesday, May 23 —
11 a.m Annual Meeting.
Noon Luncheon. Speaker
TBA. Carranor Club.
Also on Tuesday, May 23
— 7 p.m. Panel on Drug
Issues in Wood County
featuring Sheriff Mark
Wasylyshyn and Coroner
Douglas Hess. Way Public
Library.

Farming is both a major cultural and economic force here in Wood County.
Every year many of us see the repeated cycle of farmers preparing the soil, planting
the seeds, then harvesting. A growing number of climate scientists are saying that
tilling farmland releases carbon dioxide emissions. With the huge increase in the
amount of land used for farming globally over the last century, the large amount of
carbon released when farmland is tilled has led it to become a major factor to the
changes that are happening to our global climate. The released carbon is converted
to CO2 (a greenhouse gas), when it contacts the air. The argument goes that the
plants, trees and the ground naturally absorb carbon and the more we do not till the
soil, the more CO2 is not created, and the risk from climate change is reduced.
Their answer is a massive increase in using No-Till farming techniques, (which is
being done on over 35% of US farmland currently). A recent article in US News
and World Report looked at the option, and found that not tilling may not work on
every farm.
A farmer using no-till simply plants in the spring, sprays sometimes twice with
herbicide, fertilizes, and then harvest. The farmer does not even need to plow
anymore. To increase the yield of a no-till system, a farmer might need to plant a
cover crop like cereal rye or sunflowers. These cover crops improve soil health by
adding carbon back into the soil. Other benefits from these cover crops include
adding nitrogen, breaking up compacted soil, reduced soil erosion, adding nutrients
back to the soil, and retaining moisture longer.
All these benefits can lead to significant economic gains for the farmer.
According to the USDA, farmers who use no-till grow 15 to 30 bushels more than
the average yield across the country. Also, farmers who no-till tend to save around
$30 an acre, simply because they do not have to pay the input and labor costs
associated with tilling a field.
However, according to some farm experts, no-till farming may not be a win-win
solution for everyone. In the article, Jodi DeJong-Hughes of the University of
Minnesota Tillage Program, warned that no-till should only be used on a field by
field basis. According to her: if a farmer already has an unproductive field, or if
they are planting a corn-corn rotation on rocky soil, the farmer might get a 10%
reduction in yield. Another issue is the increased use of herbicides that no-till
farmers will need to use to control ground cover and weeds - anywhere from 1 to 2
more times than farmers who till their fields.
Continued on Page 4
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Continued from page 3

So, in general the benefits of no-till farming — curbing soil erosion, rebuilding soil organic matter
and the capture of carbon to reduce CO2 — are well known. However, the dependence of no-till
farmers on herbicides, many known carcinogens, and the leakage of these herbicides from fields, will
be problematic for no-till farms in the future.

February 2017 Observer Report
Perrysburg City Council Meeting February 7, 2017
•
•
•

•
•
•

The Mayor presented 2017 Budget Amendments to Council which need to be
approved by Council by the end of March.
Approved ordinances related to road / street improvement projects (Ordinances
9-2017, 10-2017, 13-2017, 14-2017.)
Approved the purchase of a Ford F550 truck along with a snow plow & dump
body equipment package for installation on the new truck. (Ordinances 11-2017
and 12-2017.)
Approved an agreement with Etico Solutions to perform a staffing study of the
City. (Ordinance 15-2017.)
Approved ordinances related to the construction of the new fire station.
(Resolutions 4-2017 and Resolution 5-2017.)
Approved new Water/Sewer Rates and Water/Sewer Capital Expansion Charges
(fees for tapping into the water/sewer system). (Ordinances 1-2017, 2-2017,
3-2017 & 4-2017.)

Perrysburg City Council Meeting February 21, 2017 Not Observed

Debra Greenley Gorman
Observer

